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is contrary to the rules of common law, or (c) which is opposed to public policy.
9. Contracts In Breach of Statute Law. This subject will not here be entered upon at length. It may be said, in short, that all acts which are expressly prohibited by statute law, or all acts for which specific penalties are attached in'national, state, or municipal laws, if made the subject of a contract, such contract can not be enforced. Without here mentioning the acts which would be criminal or immoral, It may be Well to call attention to a certain class of contracts which can not be enforced at law because the plaintiff in the suit has no legal standing in court Thus where the state statute requires a diploma or license for the practice of medicine or surgery, or a license to act as attorney at law, or as a surveyor, or as an engineer, a person not having such legal authorization can not collect in the courts the price of his professional fees.
Under this head also fall agreements to pay usurious interest, which in some states involves the forfeiture of the entire interest, and in a few states the entire contract becomes void even to the sacrifice of the principal.
In most states all kinds of wagers are declared unlawful by statute and can not be collected.
While all contracts for fire or life insurance arc In a certain sense wagers, they are valid and lawful when the person for whose benefit the insurance is made can he shown to have a suitable interest in the property or person insured.
In all states where Sunday labor, with the exception of "works of necessity and charity," is prohibited, contracts made on Sunday are illegal and can not be enforced.
Where contracts in breach of .statute law have been fully executed, in other words, where the act has been done and the compensation received, the law will not recognize such transactions for the purpose of annulling them. Thus, in the case of a